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Hello Wildcat Pride members, parents, and friends!  
 
�It’s been a while since I, personally J, have written to you.  
Thanks to my dear friend Steve Needel for filling in for me 
these past few months.  
 
�Well, the marching season is well at hand and this year’s 
edition of the Wheeler Wildcat Pride is having a marvelous 
time with the show.  If you hadn’t heard by now, this year’s 
show title is “Don’t Stop Us Now - A Rock Rhapsody”, fea-
turing two of the most prolific rock acts of the 20th century:  
The Who and Queen. Knowing how well-received the 
Wheeler rock shows of the past have been (“Symphonic 
Stones”, and last year’s “Stairways to the Past”), this sea-
son promises to be one of the very best.  
 
�With a great new freshman and rookie class coming in, the 
kids hit the ground running at band camp last month.  They 
learned approximately half of the show in record time, mak-
ing life easy for both instructors and students alike.  Most of 
the credit goes out to a wonderful leadership team that set 
the standard for the entire band to follow, starting on day 
one.  A fabulous time was had by all that attended.  Special 
kudos goes out to the parents who have been absolutely 
on track so far this season with plenty of volunteers and 
support at rehearsals and fundraising events.  
 
�The band will be performing at two local competitions this 
year, starting at the Lassiter Showcase on Oct. 4.  This will 
be followed by the annual Cobb County Exhibition (night 
one) at McEachern HS.  The Southern Invitational Music 
Festival, held at Sprayberry HS on Oct. 11th, will be the 
next contest.  The competitive season will conclude out of 
state in sunny Florida Oct. 24-26th (locale to be announced  
� 

at a later date) .   
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed the energy 
and determination exhibited by our fine 
young men and women so far this sea-
son.  The “vibe” around the band is the 
best it has been in quite some time, 
and expectations, as always, are sky  
high!   Anyone is welcome to come by 
and check out the scene and experi-
ence these kids demonstrate what is 
TRULY great about Wheeler High 
School!  
 
�Come out and support us when we 
host Warner Robins on Aug. 29 and 
remember to SHOW YOUR PRIDE!!!! 
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BAND HANDBOOKS  have been updated and contain new information, so returning parents need to 
read the handbook this year.  New parents will find a wealth of information in the handbook which will 
help clarify what is said at meetings and in emails.  The handbooks were distributed in band class during 
the first week of school.  
 
Students - if you didn't get one, please see Mr. Hoskins or Mr. Higdon.  This applies to marchers who 
are not in classroom band. 
 
Parents - there is a form to return, by Sept 2, stating that you and your student have read the handbook. 
If you didn’t get one, we have them online or ask at school 
 
For new parents - if you see anything you don't completely understand, please email me and I'll add that 
in for next year's handbook. 
 
�For all parents - if I've missed something or if you think something is incorrect, likewise - please email 
me at drsteveasl@gmail.com . 

BAND HANDBOOKS                                     from Steve Needel 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 

August 22         Kick Off Banquet  -   WHS cafeteria   6:00 PM 
 
September 9  General Band Boosters Meeting    6:00 PM 
September 19 8th Grade Night (Walton game)    7:30 PM 
September 20 East Cobber Parade     details TBA 
   Mandatory afternoon practice     1:30-7:00 PM 
September 27 Mandatory All Day Practice    9:00AM-6 PM 
   Annual Family Tailgate Party     6:00PM-… 
 
October 4  Lassiter Competition (typically all day)   details TBA 
October 10  Homecoming Game      7:30 PM 
October 18  Sprayberry Competition     details TBA 
October 24  Senior Night -- LEAVE AFTER HALFTIME FOR FLORIDA 
October 27  Return to WHS from Florida competition 
 
Nov TBD  Senior Banquet  -  WHS cafeteria    details TBA 
 
Remember to check the calendar on the band website at http://www.wildcatpride.org/

 ������

BAND WEAR: 
 
Two new items will be available this year:   
 

· A new white chaperone shirt  
 
· A new parents’ t-shirt will be available for those who want to show their “Wildcat 

Pride” at games and competitions.  
 
Preview the chaperones’ golf shirt at the Kick Off banquet, and purchase your t-shirt, too. 



School has started and Wildcatpride Marching Band 
has hit the ground running with Band Camp, 
Afternoon rehearsals,Fall Kick-Off  Banquet and Papa 
Johns just to name a few. If you have had a chance to 
hear the show you  can really sense the pride these 
students have for their band. The spirit of the students 
is the best I can remember. Hats off to our great 
student leadership!  

Our Band Directors,  Mr.Hoskins and Mr.Higdon are 
the best ! The show design and music selection is 
excellent.  Who would ever have guessed that music 
from the "Who" and "Queen" would  such a great 
marching band show. 

 Many of the leadership positions presently  are held 
by senior parents. We are seeking eager "souls"  to 
takeover the boosterleadership as it will be soon our 
time to move on.This is a great organization which is 
a pleasure to serve and to support our students. 

It is so nice to se so many parents even coming and 
watching  the afternoon practices.Look forward to 
seeing at Friday Night Lights! 

In the coming weeks there will be Friday night football 
games and watch your email for our post game social 
gatherings at a local eating establishment. All parents 

and students and invited .In 
September there  will be Eastcobber 
parade,  Saturday  practices andour  
tailgate party.Please check 
wildcatpride.org for dates and times. 

See you at the show! 
Kim Duggins 
Co-President 
WBBA 

P.S. Coming in September details of 
the Lassiter,Sprayberry,and Florida 
Band Competitions 
�
��

Kim’s Notes      

Hospitality                                   from Polly Burson 

 ����=�

The annual potluck kick-off banquet will be held in the WHS 
cafeteria on Friday August 22, starting at 6:00 pm.  Each family 
is asked to bring a main dish to share, as well as 
fruit/dessert/bread assigned by last name.   
 
�After dinner, move to the football stands and watch the band 
performing this year’s show, which promises to be most enjoy-
able. 
 
�Our hospitality chair, Polly Burson, has asked for assistance 
with set up from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm.  She also needs help 
breaking things down after the show.  Please contact Polly at 
pollyburson@gmail.com 

 from Kim Duggins—Co-President  
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Did you say party?  Yes, 
tailgate party.  Join the fun 
at the tailgate party after 
the all-day band rehearsal 
on Saturday, 9/27, starting 
at 6:00 pm in the back 
parking lot.   
 
Bring your favorite tailgate 
fare and join the other 

TAILGATE PARTY 

UNIFORM NEWS:    Barbie Johnson 

 ����)�

Wildcat Pride families for 
a time of socializing and 
relaxation.  Wander from 
car to car sampling what 
others have brought, or 
just plunk yourself down 
in your chair, take a load 
off your feet, and relax. 
 
Students might stop for a 

moment to grab a bite be-
fore racing off to play 
football, Frisbee, or par-
ticipate in various other 
activities.  You’d think that 
after a day of marching 
they’d be worn out, but 
obviously Mr. Hoskins 
does not work them hard 
enough. 

Thanks to those parents who indicated on the volunteer survey that they’d wash uniforms 
when necessary.  You will be given the names of the students whose uniforms you are 
responsible for washing.  During the season, Barbie will notify you a few days in advance 
so that you can pick up the uniforms after the Friday night game. 
 
The new band bags  are now available, so if you ordered one, make sure that your stu-
dent picks it up. 
 
The following items are on sale before each performance: 
White gloves  $2/pair 
Black socks  $2/pair 
Cash only! 
 
�Each student was issued a wooden coat hanger that clips the pants, to prevent crumpled 
uniform pants in the bottom of the uniform bag.  Anyone not clipping their pants on the 
hanger will be given clean up duty in the uniform room.  If the hanger breaks, a replace-
ment must be purchased - $2, cash only.   
 
�And last but by no means least, THANK YOU to freshman parent, Margaret Philbert , for 
agreeing to train to become our uniform chair next year!  Way to go, Margaret.  We cer-
tainly do appreciate your commitment to the band. 

CARPOOLING 

Since so many families live out of district, we are trying to help set up carpools for our out-
lying, feeder school areas.  We will have listed posted at the Kick-Off Banquet; please 
write your name, phone and e-mail address.  Or, respond to Leah Hansen at vicepresi-
dent@wheelerband.org and include your feeder school in your e-mail. 
  
We're trying to make those 7 PM drives easier! 
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BIG TIME BINGO                                                        from Janet Steinheimer 
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September Bingo Dates:  
 
4 Thursday 
8  Monday 
11 Thursday 
17  Wednesday 
20  Saturday 
21 Sunday 
 

FUND-RAISING FACTS 
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Where would we be without 
our Papa John’s fundraiser?  
Yes, it’s hard work and the 
hours are long and your 
back and feet might ache 
afterwards, but for me it has 
also been a fun-raiser since 
that is how I’ve had the op-
portunity to meet many band 
parents and our wonderful 
band students. 
 
�You must be 16 or older to 
work at the Dome, and must 
have completed the online 
Alcohol Compliance Training 
. 

 
�Though the remunera-
tion for each event may 
seem small, it all adds 
up.  Take the extra $15 
after each three events, 
and the additional $150 
that is credited to your 
band account after you 
have earned $250 in 
credits.  And remember 
– you’d have to work a 
lot harder to earn this 
money somewhere else 
and take home the 
same amount after 
taxes. 

�Events in the near future are: 
Kell Classic    Sat. 8/23 
Alabama vs. Clemson Sat. 8/30 
Falcons vs. Detroit Lions Sun. 9/7 
� 
�Check the GA Dome event schedule to 
get an idea of future events that we may 
be required to work.   

Our annual fruit sale will take place during the month of October, with fruit being delivered shortly after 
Thanksgiving.  Be on the look out for more information regarding this activity.  The product is healthy, 
but also tastes good!  The oranges, grapefruit and tangelos are picked the same day that they are 
loaded onto the truck and delivered to Wheeler.  �General information regarding the fruit can be found 
at http://www.floridaindianrivergroves.com/ 
 
(Editor’s note: Note that other bands in the area also sell this fruit, and since each band sets their own 
price there might be variances in price.  My limited investigation has shown that our prices are better 
than those for that other “W” school just down the road – for the same product.)�

FUNDRAISING — PAPA JOHN’S 

FRUIT SALES 

 ����+�

NEW FUND-RAISING OPPORTUNITIES 

A number of freshmen parents have been working on new fund-raising opportunities. In this issue, we want to 

highlight two of these: 

�

Robert Glover, who works at Marietta Toyota, has arranged for a special offer for the Wheeler Band. Anyone 

buying a new or used Toyota and mentions that they are from the Wheeler Band will get special pricing (similar 

to buying club rates). In addition, Marietta Toyota will donate $100 to the booster club. Marietta Toyota is located 

at 750 Cobb Parkway South, just below the South Loop. Ask for Mr. Glover – he can also be reached at 770-

771-9916. Thanks, Robert! 

� 

Emelda Paul, who works at the Bank of America (Parkaire branch –stop in and say hey), has come up with a 

new fund-raising idea that is a great win-win situation. Any Wheeler student who opens a new student account 

(no cost, no fees!) at her branch and mentions that they are with the Wheeler Band will get $25 added to their 

account by Bank of America. In addition, BOA will also donate $25 to the booster club. Teach your kids to save 

and help the band make money too. And thanks Emelda (who can be reached at 404-431-5008)! 



 ����,�

GREAT FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY 
 
�What if the Wheeler Band Booster Club earned a penny every tine you searched the 
internet? Or how about if a percentage of every purchase you made online went to sup-
port our cause?  Well—now it can! 
 
�The Band Booster Club has registered with Goodsearch.com and Goodshop.com. Every 
time you use Goodsearch.com, a Yahoo-powered 
search engine, they donate half of their advertising revenue, about a penny a search, to 
the charity you designate (more about that in a moment). You use it 
Just like any other search engine, you get quality search results from Yahoo, 
and you can watch the donations add up. 
 
�Yes, a penny per search doesn’t sound like much until you add up how many Band 
Booster members there are making how many searches each.  
 
�Goodshop.com is a new online shopping mall where over 500 stores donate up to 30% 
of the purchase to the band. A sampling of stores includes Amazon, Expedia, Best Buy, 
Office Depot, Sears, and Wal-Mart.  
 
�To get started, go to http://www.goodshop.com and enter "Wheeler Band Booster Club" 
in the "Who do you goodshop for" window. From there, simply follow the directions. It's an 
easy and painless way to raise funds for the band.  Then search or shop away. 
 
�To make it easier, you can go to this website: http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbars.aspx  
where there are simple (and we do mean simple) instructions for making this your usual 

search engine. 

MORE FUND-RAISING IDEAS 
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CHAPERONE NEWS:      Dawn Martin 
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NEW CHAPERONE WEAR 

In an attempt to make chaperones 
more visible at band events, special 
chaperone hats will become part of the 
“uniform”. Unlike the new chaperone 
shirts, these will be supplied by the 
Chaperone Committee. 
 
Kirk Martin and Steve Needel (right) 
are shown modeling the new Chaper-
one Chapeaus 
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The Wildcat Pride will 
be participating in the 
East Cobber Parade 
again this year.  Meet 
at Mt. Bethel Elemen-
tary, in the Princeton 
Lakes subdivision, 
across from the Chik-
Fil-A on Johnson 
Ferry Road. 
 
�Beginning at 10 am, 
parade participants 
will march south on 
Johnson Ferry Road, 
and then turn into the 
Fountains of Olde 
Towne Shopping 
Center.  As a safety 
measure, the Cobb 
County Police De-
partment will shut 
down Johnson Ferry 
Road --both 
northbound and 
southbound lanes-- 

from Roswell Road to 
Lower Roswell Road.  
This stretch of John-
son Ferry Road will 
be closed to traffic 
from 9:30 to 11:15 
am.  Princeton Lakes 
Drive will also be 
closed from 8:30 to 
10:30 am.  Woodlawn 
Drive will be not be 
affected.   
 
�Cobb County De-
partment of Transpor-
tation will be setting 
up road detours at 
the intersections of 
Indian Hills Parkway 
and Upper Roswell 
Road, and Indian 
Hills Parkway and 
Lower Roswell Road.  
Road detours will 
also be set up at the 
intersections of Tim-

ber Ridge Parkway & Upper Roswell 
Road, and Timber Ridge Parkway and 
Lower Roswell Road.  Free shuttle ser-
vice sponsored by Johnson Square Of-
fice Park will be available from Johnson 
Square Office Park (1501 Johnson 
Ferry Road, behind Merchants Festival) 
to the EAST COBBER Festival 
(Fountains of Olde Towne Shopping 
Center) from 8 am to 4 pm on Saturday, 
September 20th. 

The newspaper recycling bins across the street in the East 
Cobb MS parking lot provide revenue for the band.  Our current 
income is $70 per month, but we can do better than that.  Bring 
your newspapers and magazines when you’re coming over to 
Wheeler, and drop them in the bins.  This is an easy and 
painless way to support the band and the environment, too. 

EAST COBBER PARADE—Sat. 9/20 

RECYCLE FOR THE BAND! 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE:  The publisher is well aware that there is no truth to some of the stories contained herein—
particularly on the bottom of pages 8 and 10, if you catch our drift. Please do not call or email the publisher to check on 
the accuracy of the story. Of course, any comments, questions, new story ideas, submissions, jokes, or threats are always 
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Space prohibits us from listing all the benefits of being a Wheeler Band Booster Club 
member. But as a sample, joining the WBBC let’s you earn valuable band credits (almost 
as good as money)! 
 
So join today – students are $5 per year or the whole family can join for $25. 
 
OR… take out a lifetime membership and we’ll never bother you again for $100. Plus – 
you get a spiffy “LIFE” put on your name tag so you can impress your friends and 
neighbors. 
�

� �
�

�For more information, contact Steve Needel at 404-944-0248 or at member-
ship@wheelerband.org 

PRIDE IN UPROAR OVER PINK FLOYD! 

The decision to remove Pink Floyd from the lineup for the 2008 
Wildcat Pride Marching show has many in an uproar. We had a 
chance to interview Band Director Mark Hoskins about this. 
“Hey You - Welcome to the Machine”, said Hoskins, as he in-
vited us to sit down and Have a Cigar. “One of These Days 
we’ll be able to do a Pink Floyd show, but right now it was a 
matter of Time and Money.” Asked how he and Mr. Higdon 
were doing after band camp, Hoskins replied, “Well, we’re 
Comfortably Numb right now. But the new marchers are Learn-
ing to Fly and the they’re learning to Run Like H*@L, so all is 
good.” 
 
�Thinking back to band camp, Mr. Higdon said the Echoes off 
the trees were a challenge – sometimes it felt like Us and 
Them. “And when the weather turned, all we could do was say 
Goodbye, Blue Sky and move on”, remarked Higdon. “But band 
camp was a great experience – to all those parents who could-
n’t be there, we Wish You Were Here.” 

Hoskins waves goodbye to Pink Floyd 

Higdon—”comfortably numb” after camp 
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BAND CAMP 2008                                     by Sharon Leon 
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