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Hoskins waves goodbye 

Sparky seems right at home 

�

more musical talent in 
his little finger than Bizet 
could ever dream of?”  

Let’s all wish Mr. 
Hoskins a fond farewell 
and best of luck in his 
new career, writing mu-
sical jingles for Free-
CreditReport.com. 

Following last month’s 
Disco theme fiasco, Mark 
Hoskins has decided to 
leave the Wheeler Band 
program. 

We caught up with Mr. 
Hoskins in the band room, 
where he was still yelling 
at kids to pick up their 
trash. “I should have 
known that the Magnet 
students were not ready 
for a disco revival”, 
Hoskins said. “The district 
kids were okay with that, 
but it was just a little too 
retro for the others.” 
Hoskins still maintains that 
Disco is one of the more 
under-rated musical forms 
and deserves to be em-
braced by the community. 

Music Superintendent 
Gary Markham was quick 

to announce Hoskins’ 
successor. Sparky the 
Dragon (right) has al-
ready moved into the 
band room office and 
appears very much at 
home.  Said Markham, 
“We hope he can 
breathe a little fire into 
this program, and his 
ability to fly certainly is 
an asset.” 

When contacted for a 
comment, Assistant 
Band Director Anthony 
Higdon was appalled. “A 
dragon! I’m reporting in 
to a dragon now! 
Hoskins was bad 
enough but this is ridicu-
lous. What does a 
dragon know about the 
differences in drum sets 
or why Saint-Saens had 
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UNIFORMS!!! ATTENTION ALL PARENTS 

Tuxedos and gowns will be 
collected and inventoried 
after this week (5 May). 

Please have your  student’s 
uniform professionally 
cleaned and deliver it to the 
band room before Friday, 9 
May, 2008. 

If you are unable to have 

the uniform cleaned be-
fore Friday, please send 
it in anyway with a $10 
donation to the Wheeler 
Band Boosters to cover 
the cost of the cleaning. 
Thanks in advance for 
your cooperation. If you 
have any questions, 
please contact the uni-

form chair at: 

Barbie.Johnson@allstate.com 

or call at 678-988-0852 . 

If you can’t get the uni-
form cleaned and do not 
have the $10, please 
bring it back and talk to 
Mr. Hoskins (or Sparky). 
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The 2008 Band Leadership Team was announced on Friday, 2 May: 

DRUM MAJOR    Kyle Davidson  SECTION LEADERS  

BAND PRESIDENT    Lauren Titus  CLARINET  Andrea Baker 

FIELD CONDUCTOR   Bonnie Wehr  FLUTE  Jaclyn D’Avanzo 

BRASS CAPTAIN   Justin Arnold  SAXOPHONE  Lauren Titus 

WOODWIND CAPTAIN  Lauren Titus     Lucas Needel 

COLOR GUARD CAPTAINS  Jamie Steinheimer TRUMPET  Winston Astrachan 

     Olivia Myers    Brett Johnson 

     Rachel Butler            

LIBRARIAN / SECRETARY   Jason Rodencal TROMBONE  Nikhil Kurpad 

     Thomas Oswell BARITONE  Bonnie Wehr 

QUARTERMASTERS   Andrew Boyd  TUBA  James Danielson 

     Cody Owenby  BATTERY  Deshon Jones 

     Drew Hansen  PIT   Emma Rubenstein 

Congratulations to all of you who were selected and to all of you who took part in the leadership clinic! 
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Rookie Camp — July  14 through July 18 — 9:00am to 5:00pm at the Wheeler Band Room 

   All marchers, new and returning, should attend 

Band Camp — Monday July 21 through Saturday July 26th at Furman University 

Be at Wheeler at 7:00am to load up for the bus ride 

Parents — come see the show and pick up kids at Furman on Saturday, 26 July, at 10:30am 

PUBLISHER’S NOTE:  The publisher is well aware that there is no truth to the Page 1 story regarding Hoskins leaving. Please 
do not call or email the publisher to check on the accuracy of the story. Of course, any comments, questions, new story ideas, 
submissions, jokes, or threats are always welcome. 



3.0 

Ian Agnew 

David Agori-Iwe 

Winston Astrachan 

Jenna Ball 

Josh Blasius 

Courtney Donoghue 

Thomas Duggins 

Andrew Fleming 

Kendall Hines 

Anthony Louissaint 

Kevin Maloney 

Jeff Marshall 

Jake McCabe 

Kaenan Moreno 

Phil Murray 

Emma Rubenstein 

 

3.5 

Justin Arnold 

Andrew Boyd 

Brian Corbett 

Jaclyn D’Avanzo 

Jonathan Gopel 

Rasheed Hall 

Deshon Jones 

Anthony Kamson 

Jessica Kortman 

George Kuntu-Blankson 

Nikhil Kurpad 

Andre Leon 

Deni Massey 

Lucas Needel 

Cody Owenby 

Rick Peck 

Veronica Saldana 

Garrett Stache 

Jonathan Tyson 

Bonnie Wehr 

Daniel Williams 

 

4.0 & above 

 Rachel Butler 

Kyle Davidson 

Connor Ellis 

Yomi Famuyiwa 

Tyler Gagat 

Andrea Gillis 

Drew Hansen 

David Hawes 

Chris Held 

Brett Johnson 

Amanda Kornfield 

Cara Mayberry 

Shannon Mohler 

Olivia Myers 

Ihouma Nwaogwugwu 

Thomas Oswell 

Tina Perko 

Maya Robinson 

Jason Rodencal 

Isaac Rose 

Isis Rose 

Jeffrey Seiden 

Lauren Tanguay 

Lauren Titus 

Lucas Vandercook 

Katy Wood 
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John Phillip Sousa Award  Isaac Rose 

Louis Armstrong Award  Lauren Titus 

Wildcat Pride Award   Shannon Mohler 

Symphonic Band Director’s Award Tolu Ijidakinro 

Wind Ensemble Director’s Award Amanda Kornfield 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

BAND AWARDS 

CONCERT 

Most Improved 

Teyonna Gwyn 

Best Woodwind  

Kaylin Crebo 

Best Brass 

James Danielson 

Most Outstanding 

Jonathan Williams 

SYMPHONIC 

Most Improved 

Colin Spalding 

Best Woodwind  

Jason Rodencal 

Best Brass 

Eric Patton 

Most Outstanding 

Shanice Jackson 

WIND ENSEMBLE 

Most Improved 

Winston Astrachan 

Amanda Kornfield 

Best Woodwind  

Michelle Lee 

Lauren Titus 

Best Brass 

Jeffrey Seiden 

Most Outstanding 

Isaac Rose 
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had 18 members, the 1st time we had 
men on the team, and the 1st time in 3 
years that we placed 2nd in our divi-
sion on two different occasions. 

We’ll miss our seniors, Isis Rose, 
Maya Robinson, and Tolu Ijidakinro. 
Personally, I’ve enjoyed getting to 
know you and wish you all the best in 
your future endeavors. 

And thanks to all of you for your sup-
port of the Winter Guard this season—
it meant a lot to us! 

�

	Wheeler, is your guard ready?” was 
heard fro the last time this season on 
Saturday, 5 April, in Macon. Wheeler 
Winter Guard, despite losing four 
members of the team, put on their 
very best show of the season. Every-
thing clicked. Mary Romanowski and 
Christine Porto, the Guard coaches, 
were ecstatic. Even Mr. Hoskins was 
overwhelmed with the quality of the 
show the team put on.  

We placed 8th out of 14 in our divi-
sion—a slight disappointment but the 
team did the best show of the past 
three years. 

This was a year of firsts for Winter 
Guard. It was the 1st time the team 
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The Wheeler Band, combined 
with a great group of musi-
cians from Campbell, put on a 
strong show at the Naval Me-
morial in Washington, D.C. 
over the spring break. The 
band played for half an hour  
during lunchtime, attracting a 
very appreciative crowd.  

The afternoon was spent at 
the Smithsonian, with groups 
going to the Air and Space 
Museum, the Museum of 
Natural History, and the Holo-
caust Museum. 

After a pizza party at our hotel 
and a much-needed rest after 
the overnight bus ride, we 
loaded up Friday morning to 
take a guided tour of DC that 
included Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Capitol, the 
World War II, Vietnam, and 
FDR Memorials. After dinner 
at Union Station, it was off to 
the Lincoln Memorial (one of 

the great night views in the 
city), the Korean War Me-
morial and the White House. 
The highlight of the evening, 
for many, was spotting the 
snipers atop the White 
House. 

 We had a great tour guide 
(a former high school history 
teacher) that really made 
the sights come alive. 

Saturday was up early and 
on the bus to Busch Gar-
dens in Williamsburg before 
the long ride back home. 

Thanks to Kim Duggins for 
getting this together and to 
Melissa Loman for the great 
job she did organizing all 
the activities. Thanks to Mr. 
Steinheimer and Mr. Martin 
for the photos, which can be 
viewed at the Wildcat Pride 
website. 
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Thanks to John Steinheimer and Kirk Martin for the use of these pictures 



Tuesday the 29th saw the 
Wheeler High School Bands 
perform their annual spring 
concert.  

The Concert Band started off 
with “Normandy Beach”, fol-
lowed by music from “Titanic”, 
and finished with “Amber 
Waves of Grain”. 

The Symphonic Band then took 
the stage with their rendition of 
“The Liberty Bell 

March”  (which many recog-
nized as the theme from 
Monty Python), “The Flight of 
the Falcon”, and the hit of the 
evening, Saint-Saens’ “Danse 
Bacchanale”.  

Jazz Band provide an inter-
lude with three different types 
of jazz music.  

They were quickly followed by 
the Wind Ensemble, playing 
“Cake Walk”, Bernstein’s 

“America” and Gershwin's “Cuban 
Overture”. 

As usual, the bands all played ex-
ceptionally well and were ably 
conducted by Mr. Hoskins (Jazz, 
Wind Ensemble) and Mr. Higdon 
(Concert and Symphonic and look-
ing very spiffy in his tux). 

As always, the evening got a bit 
misty as we said goodbye to the 
seniors in our bands. 
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FRONT ROW:  Katy Wood, Julianne Biddle, Jessica Kortman, Maya Robinson, David Agori-Iwe, and 
Isaac Rose 

SECOND ROW: Alex Walsky, Shannon Mohler, Chris Held, Phil Murray, Tolulope Ijidakinro, Lauren 
Tanguay 

THIRD ROW:  Amanda Kornfield, Patrick Stevens, Kevin Maloney, Andrea Gillis 

WAY IN BACK: Brian Corbett, George Kuntu-Blankson 
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Statue of Joseph 

Wheeler at the Capitol 

Building 

Joseph Wheeler’s 

grave at Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery 

Homeless people in 

Washington, DC 

�

The Wheeler High School Jazz 
Band performed at the District 12 
Jazz Band Festival this past Fri-
day.  Held at Walton High 
School, the Festival featured 
both middle school and high 
school jazz bands from around 
the region. 

Lead by Mark Hoskins, the band 

played three numbers: “Softly, As in a Morn-
ing”, “Moanin’”, and “Bluesette”. 

Featured soloists included Andrew Fleming 
on drums, Shannon Mohler on trombone, 
Luben Raytchev on tenor sax, and Lauren 
Titus on Alto Sax. 

The band received “1s” - a superior rating, 
across the board for their performance! 
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